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1. Indispensable Middleman.
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1. Alexander Fulbright, “Israel, Russia said to Reach Secret Deal on Pushing Iran Away from
Syria’s Border,” Times of Israel, May28, 2018; and “Israel Source: Russia to Back Israel
Against Iran in Syria,«Middle East Monitor,” May 29, 2018.

2. Analyst and former senior diplomat Cliff Kupchan, personal interview with author, April
2018.
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1. Revisionist Power.

2. Robert Kagan, “Backing into World War IIL,” Foreign Policy, February 6, 2017.

3. Dmitri Trenin, What is Russia up to in the Middle East? (Cambridge: Polity, 2018), pp.
135, 52.
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1. Several sources interviewed referred to the Russian sense of insult when President Barack
Obama called Russia “a regional power”.

2. Yuval Weber, “Russian Foreign Policy in the Middle East: Multiple Drivers, Uncertain
Outcomes,” Black Sea Strategy Papers, Foreign Policy Research Institute, November 30,
2017.

3. Trenin, pp. 40-41, 48-49.
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1. James Sladden, Becca Wasser, Ben Connable, Sarah Grand-Clement, Russian Strategy in

the Middle East, RAND Perspectives, 2017.

2. Yoel Guzansky and Gallia Lindenstrauss, From Oil to Nuclear Energy? The Development

of Civilian Nuclear Programs in the Middle East, Memorandum No. 155, Tel Aviv: Institute

for National Security Studies, June 2016.

3. Indispensable Middleman.
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Dmitry Adamsky, “Putin’s Damascus Steal,” Foreign Affairs, September 16, 2015.
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1. Joost Hiltermann, “Who Can Prevent a War between Israel and Iran? Russia,” New York
Times, May 3, 2018; and Ronen Bergman, “The Middle East’s Coming War,” New York
Times, February 12, 2018.

2. Personal interview with author, February 2018.
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1. Operation Kavkaz.

2. See, Eran Lerman, “Israel’s Remarkable Diplomatic Achievements in 2017,” Jerusalem
Institute of Strategic Studies, January 1, 2018. http://jiss.org.il/en/lerman-israels-remark-
able-diplomatic-achievements-in-2017/.
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1. Zeev Khanin.

2. Israeli Zionist ethos.

3. Vladimir (Zeev) Khanin, “The Social Aspect of Israeli-Russian Relations: A View from
Jerusalem” in Zvi Magen and Vitaly Naumkin, eds., Russia and Israel in the Changing Middle
East: Conference Proceedings, INSS Memorandum no. 129, July 2013, p. 66.
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2. Robert Coalson, “Putin Pledges to Protect All Ethnic Russians Anywhere. So, Where Are
They?” Radio Free Europe/ Radio Liberty, April 10, 2014.
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1. Israel, Hizbollah and Iran: Preventing Another War in Syria, Crisis Croup Middle East
Report no. 182, February 8, 2018, p. 7.
2. rules of the game.
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2. “The Russian army will continue to buy Israeli-developed drones,” Vedomosti, September
3,2015.
3. Yaakov Katz and Amir Bohbot, “How Israel Sold Russia Drones to Stop Missiles From
Reaching Iran,” Jerusalem Post, February 3, 2017.
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Juliusz Sabak, “Israeli Drones Will No Longer be Manufactured in Russia: USA-Imposed
Embargo,” Defence24.com, April 21, 2016.
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1. protector.
2. The enemy of my Enemy is my Friend.
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1. JCPOA.

2. Putin’s Stock Rises as Go-to “Mediator between Israel, Iran,” Al-Monitor, May 14, 2018.

3. Personal meeting with author, February 2018.

4. Personal meeting with author, February 2018.
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Richard Speier, Robert Gallucci, Robbie Sabel, and Viktor Mizin, “Iran-Russia Missile

Cooperation,” section “The Russian View,” Proliferation Brief, Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace, vol. 3, no. 22, July 25, 2000.
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1. Personal meetings with the author, 2017 and February 2018.

2. Crisis Group, Israel, Hizbollah and Iran, p. 12.

3. Mark Galeotti.

4. Mark Galeotti, “Putin is Playing a Dangerous Game in Syria,” The Atlantic, February 15,
2018.
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1. Personal meeting with author, February 2018.

2. Hmeimim.

3. Tartus.

4. Ruth Eglash and William Booth, Israel Fears Russia’s Pullout from Syria Will Leave
Dangerous Void, Washington Post, March 16, 2016.

5. See interview with outgoing IAF Commander Amir Eshel by Amos Harel, “In the Bottom
Line, the Air Force Cannot be Stopped,” Haaretz Weekend Supplement, August 25, 2017 [in
Hebrew].
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1. Sergey Balmasov.

2. In this context, see, Gili Cohen, Israeli Defense Minister: Russia Also Violated Our Airspace,
Haaretz, November 29, 2015; and Russia Sometimes Breaches Israeli Air Space, Top Defense
Official Reveals, Times of Isracl, November 28, 2015.

3. Daniel Schearf, Russia-Israel Ties Grow with Kremlin’s Influence in the Region, VOA
News, June 7, 2016.

4. foot soldiers.

5. Zvi Magen, Udi Dekel, and Sima Shine, Russia in Syria: Between Iran and Israel, INSS
Insight no. 970, September 3, 2017.

6. Barak Ravid, Days After Netanyahu-Putin Meeting, Russia Threatened to Veto anti-Hezbol-
lah Move Led by Israel and U.S. at UN, Haaretz, September 6, 2017.
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1. Anshel Pfeffer, “Israel Struggles to Draw New Red Lines in Russia’s Playground,” Haaretz,
February 10, 2018.

2. Michael Oren.

3. Jonathan Ferziger and David Wainer, “Israel Says it is Counting on Putin, U.S. ‘Isn’t in the
Game,” Bloomberg, February 11, 2018.

4. Oren Liebermann, “Why would Israel launch strikes on Syria?” CNN, April 10, 2018.

5. “Putin and Netanyahu Speak by Phone on Syria,” Reuters, April 11, 2018.
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2. catastrophic consequences.
3. “We May Hit Russian Systems in Syria, Israel Says After Threats of ‘Catastrophic
Consequences,” Haaretz, April 24, 2018.
4. “Will Russia Provide the ‘New Kissinger’ For Iran-Israel Diplomacy?”” Russia In World
Affairs, May 3, 2018.
5. Maxim A. Suchkov, “Russia Acting as Buffer Between Israel, Iran,” Al-Monitor April, 29,
2018.
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1. Itamar Eichner, “Netanyahu: There is No Reason to think That Russia Will Restrict our
Freedom of Action,” Ynet, May 9, 2018 [Hebrew].

2. “Israel Informed Russia Ahead of Strikes in Syria Following Netanyahu-Putin Meeting,”
Moscow Times, May 10, 2018.

3. Raf Sanchez, “Israel Sees an Opportunity to Drive Iran Out of Syria as Russia Looks to Its
Own Interests,” The Telegraph, May 29, 2018; and «Russia: Only Syrian Forces Should be
Stationed on Isracl Border,« Al-Jazeera, May 28, 2018.

4. “Israel Source: Russia to Back Israel Against Iran in Syria,” Middle East Monitor, May
29, 2018; and Alexander Fulbright, “Israel, Russia said to Reach Secret Deal on Pushing Iran
Away from Syria’s Border,” Times of Israel, May 28, 2018.
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1. Adnan Abu Amer, “Russia Seeks to Extend Role In Mideast Peace Beyond Syria,” Al-

Monitor, April 17, 2018.
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3. Personal interview with author, April 2018.
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4. Personal interview with author, February 2018.
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