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Think tanks are scientific centers that connect the field of opinion with practice. The United
States of America is one of the countries that uses think tanks to formulate its foreign
policy. The method of using these think tanks in this country is that either it uses individuals
and researchers as the heads of the departments or researchers of the think tanks are present
as witnesses in the Senate. One of the most important think tanks effective in American
foreign policy is the Washington Think Tank for Near East Policy. This think tank operates
in the Near East and focuses its research on the Islamic Republic of Iran. One of the
important issues that this think tank has been paying attention to in the past years is the
issue of the gray politics of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Middle East. The current
research seeks to answer the question of what is the proposed strategy of the Washington
think tank to the US foreign policy regarding the gray zone policy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and how is this strategy written based on the theoretical framework of rational
decision making. For this reason, this research has calculated the most important
components with the method of content analysis and using the Max Quda software and
answers the research questions. It seems that psychological warfare and covert operations
are recognized as the most important strategy of the United States against Iran's gray
politics. This strategy includes civilian and psychological measures to change the
operational environment of Iran and its allies and plays a central role in countering Iran's
influence. Strengthening deterrence is also used as a vital strategy to complement
psychological warfare in order to limit Iran's freedom of action through threats and
punishments.
Keywords: Washington Think Tank Strategy, Gray Zone Policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,
America, Deterrence.
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